
Clare Shaw 
 
Letter to the Convener Education and Skills Committee 
 
In your roles as Convenor and Deputy Convenor of the Education and Skills 
Committee, I wanted to raise with you my serious concerns around the plans put 
forward by City of Edinburgh Council for the proposed return to school in August and 
have copied below the email I have today sent to the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education. 

 
I sincerely hope to see this issue rising up the political agenda as a matter of 
urgency and hope you will see it as a priority. I would appreciate any thoughts you 
may have on the specific questions raised as I believe we are in danger of 
destroying the mental health and future opportunities of thousands of Scottish pupils. 

 
Yours sincerely  

 
Clare Shaw 
 

 
Letter to the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills  
 
Dear Cabinet Secretary 

 
I was extremely concerned to read the recent letter to parents from the City of 
Edinburgh Council about their plans for the return to school in August, which would 
see my children being educated in school for only four days in three weeks. I 
became even more worried after watching your own interview this morning on 
Sunday Politics Scotland. 

 
Surely if rates of infection continue to fall at current rates, the objective should be to 
re-open schools and return to normal full-time education for all children in August. 
The “blended learning” proposals currently being put forward will be damaging to our 
children’s education, will widen the attainment gap and should be the worst case 
scenario. 

 
There appears to be a distinct lack of ambition and leadership to prioritise the 
wellbeing and education of our children and young people in the wake of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Vague references to a return to full-time schooling “as soon 
as possible” and a half-hearted suggestion that councils should come forward with 
their own proposals are simply not good enough for an education system that was 
once among the best in the world. We desperately need ambitious leadership and a 
national plan from the Scottish Government on this issue. 

 
My own children have had no face-to-face contact with their teachers or fellow 
students since lockdown began in March. What learning they have done has been 
entirely on a screen and on their own - as a result of many weeks of this, I can see a 
huge decrease in their motivation and enthusiasm to learn. 

 



Our children's school have been supportive since March and I’m very grateful to the 
teachers for the work that they have done at short notice to deal with the immediate 
emergency. Looking ahead, however, pupils are entitled to expect much more and 
we need to see a concerted, consistent effort, led by the Scottish Government, to 
avoid a mental health and educational catastrophe. 

 
The proposals put forward raise a number of specific questions: 

• What conditions would need to be in place before full-time education in 
school can resume? 

• With national leadership, huge progress was made to scale up resources in 
the NHS. Why can this same creativity and energy not now be directed to 
our children’s education? 

• Why is there no national strategy in place to ensure all local authorities are 
providing a consistent level of face-to-face education from August? 

• How can parents return to work - and how can our economy hope to recover 
- if children are only attending school for 1-2 days a week? Simply asserting 
that employers should be flexible does not address the reality of this 
challenge. 

 
The message from today’s open letter from academics and experts to the UK 
Education Secretary applies just as much to Scotland: “We must now prioritise 
children and adolescents in the release from lockdown as a matter of utmost urgency 
in order to prevent a national crisis and the decimation of their futures.” 

 
I hope to see the Scottish Government taking this approach in the weeks ahead, and 
I look forward to your response to the points above. 

 
I will also copy this letter to the opposition parties' education spokespeople and 
relevant councillors. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Clare Shaw 

 

 


